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U.S. COURT OF APPEALS IN DENVER TO PILOT PUBLIC EDUCATION 
OUTREACH PROGRAM 
 
 
 

DENVER, 11 Dec. 2002 – The Denver-based Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals will 

roll out OPERATION : EDUCATION beginning in January 2003.  The goal of the 

program is to heighten public understanding and to provide meaningful and realistic 

experiences to educate students about the federal judiciary. 

 Students of all ages will have the opportunity to enjoy field trips to the historic 

Byron White U.S. Courthouse and learn about: 

• The Third Branch of government 

• The Tenth Circuit’s relationship to the U.S. Supreme Court 

• How the appellate process works 

• The structure of the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals 
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• Mediation 

• Court operations 

• High profile cases and the impact of court decisions 

• History of the gavel 

• Significance of the court seal 

Other age-appropriate lesson plans may involve classroom speakers, question-

and-answer sessions with judges and other court staff, and poster and essay contests. 

 Interactive lessons, such as mini mock trials and encore oral arguments, may also 

be planned where students can play the roles of judges, lawyers, jurors, courtroom 

deputies and others involved with the judicial process.  Customized programs are another 

option for educators. 

 “The Three Bears v. Goldilocks” is a best seller mock trial for elementary school 

children.  Here, the Bears have sued Goldilocks for bad manners!  More challenging 

mock trials, such as “Titanic,” may be arranged for older students. 

 Additionally, in November of each year, high school seniors may participate in a 

shared experience with other students nationwide.  The annual event is called Open 

Doors to Federal Courts and is sponsored by the Administrative Office (AO) of the U.S. 

Courts in Washington, D.C.  Rebecca Fanning, National Outreach Manager states, “We 

at the AO’s Office of Public Affairs provide the program theme, the framework, and the  
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materials needed.”  Using the lessons provided by the AO students will go through a 

judicial process in the classroom and then have an interactive mock trial in a courtroom 

setting.  The 2002 national Open Doors program involved participation from 75 federal 

courts, 235 judges and 8,700 high school students.   

 Schools interested in being a part of OPERATION : EDUCATION and/or the 

national Open Doors to Federal Courts program are encouraged to contact Linda Rivas, 

the local program director, at 303.335.2830 or e-mail education@ca10.uscourts.gov. 
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FACT SHEET 
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Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals Profile: 
 
 

• Located in the historic Byron White U.S. Courthouse – building was extensively 
renovated and restored – renamed and dedicated as the Byron White U.S. 
Courthouse in 1994.  Numerous awards recognize preservation of the courthouse: 

 
1998 TOBY Award, Regional 
1996 Colorado AIA Award, Honor Award 
1994-1995 TOBY Award, Regional 
1994 Presidential Design Award 
1994 Historic Denver Community Preservation Award 
1994 GSA Design Award, Honor Award 

 
 
• Receives appeals from six states:  Colorado, Kansas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 

Utah and Wyoming 
 
• 18 judges (7 senior and 11 active) 

 
• Approximately 150 chambers and court staff 
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• Court units within the Court of Appeals: 
- Office of the Circuit Executive 
- Clerk’s Office 
- Staff Counsel’s Office 
- Circuit Library 
- Circuit Mediation Office 
- Bankruptcy Appellate Panel Clerk’s Office 

 
• Number of cases filed during statistical year ending March 31, 2002: 

- Civil  1,841 
- Criminal     452 

 
• Oral arguments held five times per year (one week each in September, November, 

January, March and May) 
 

• Three-judge panels hear oral arguments 
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PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES 

      Contact:  Linda Rivas 
      Phone:    303.335.2830 

         e-mail:    education@ca10.uscourts.gov 
 

 
• Cameras are not allowed inside the Byron White U.S. Courthouse. 
 
• Photographers may capture photos of the outside of the courthouse.  The exterior 

of the courthouse offers architectural and historic interest. 
 

• Picture brochures of the courthouse, published by the General Services 
Administration, may be provided upon request— call Linda Rivas at 
303.335.2830. 
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